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The Jersey Shore has always attracted people seeking relief from summer heat and humidity. Long

before Europeans came here, the native Lenape clammed, fished, and played games on the beach

and in the surf. These original people could scarcely have imagined that, by the end of the 19th

century, the 120-mile-long coastline of New Jersey would be dotted with amusement parks featuring

gentle kiddie car rides, terrifying roller coasters, merry-go-rounds, and fast-food emporiums. James

Bradley in Asbury Park and William Sandlass Jr. in Highland Beach created mass entertainment for

hundreds of thousands of people. Their seaside recreation centers, along with those in Long

Branch, Bradley Beach, Pleasure Bay, and others, endured for years but are just fond and fading

memories today.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“Old amusement parks Ã¢â‚¬â€¢ unlike old soldiers Ã¢â‚¬â€¢ do die. But they don't fade

away.Ã¢â‚¬Â• The Record

Authors Rick Geffken and George Severini bring together rarely seen images from the Library of

Congress, local historical societies, and private collections to document how the Jersey Shore

became the most famous vacation and recreational destination in the coastal United States. The

remarkable details in these pictures capture a simpler way of life in our country, when families took

their children to boardwalks to savor candy apples, popcorn, hotdogs and hamburgers, and, of



course, the rides.

Not too fond of this book. Not too many stories about the parks but there is lots of pictures.

Nice set, great for the collectors.

enjoyed

Great trip into the past
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